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Course~ )Ji I (-er 
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Fall, 
I. Objectives of the course: We will read closely some of the 
best fiction and poetry coming out of the tradition we call 
"American realism, " and discover as much as we can about the 
literature and the culture of the period from 1865 to 1920. 
2. Assignments: There will be three in-class written essays, a 
final examination, and quizzes over the novels. If the class 
wishes, we may write an outside-of-class paper. 
3. Grading policy: Your papers will be evaluated on the basis of 
two considerations only: 
a. the degree to which your composition 
approaches standard English usage 
and conventions 
b. the degree to which your composition 
displays a close familiarity with 
the literature. 
The quizzes will be objective, and will be averaged and curved. 
They will constitute approximately 20% of your final course grade. 
4. Attendance policy: No work missed during an unexcused absence 
will be made up. 
Schedule: 
Babbitt -----Sept.8 
Lapham -----Sept.24 
Innocence----Oct.10 
Antonia------Oct.27 
Carrie-------Nov.12 
Readinq List: 
Note: As we are preparing the 
novels outside of class, we will 
be reading the poetry of Dickinson 
and Frost. 
Frost: "Into My own,"p.5; "On Looking Up .. :, 11 268; "Lost in 
Heaven," 295; "Storm Fear," 9; "Acquainated With the Night," 255; 
"A Reflex,"467; "In A Glass of Cider," 468; "Envoi •.• ," 466; "The 
Black Cottage," 55; ~Bill~' 126-9; "Brown's Descent," 137; 
"A Star in a Stoneboat," 172; "The star-Splitter," 176; "The Census 
Taker I" 174; "Maple, n 179; "The Ax Helve," 185; "Paul Is Wife," 191; 
"The Runaway," 223; "Stopping By Woods ••• ," 224; "For Once, Then, 
Something," 225; "Goodby And Keep Cold," 228; "Not To Keep," 230; 
"A Brook In the City," 231; "The Kitchen Chimney," 232; "Looking 
For A Sunset Bird ••• ," 232; "A Boundless Moment," 233; "Gathering 
Leaves," 234; "Misgivinq," 236; "On A Tree Fallen Across the 
Road," 238; "The Lockless Door," 241; "The Need of Being 
Versed ... ," 241; 
